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HE moſt ancient Government of this Iſland 
was Monarchy, not limited but abſolute ; 
for our oldeſt and moſt Authentick Records 
inform us, That the Power of our Firſt Kings 

PONY Bs was under no Reſtrictions; So that the. 

Reciprocal Contract betwixt King and People (ſo much 

boaſted of by our Republicans and others) proves but a meer: 

Dream and Chimera, as that great Maſier of Reaſon and 
2 : . 15 A * pA ODEs | Divinity, 
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Dyvinity, the Learned Biſhop Sanderſo has fully evineed, 
in his Preface to Biſhop Uſher's Book, entitled, Ihe Power 
of the Prince. ow 
Bur this Abſolute Monarchy was, ſome Hundreds of Years 
ago, altered into a nix d Government, conſiſting of the King 


and the Two Houſes of Parliament, viz. The Peers and the 


| Commons, the Firſt have Right to Sit by their Birth, the "A 
 Lataby Election, and repreſent the ſeveral Counties, * 
TIncorp#rations, and Burghs. The King has His Royal Prero- 


gative, and the Parliament ſufficient Privileges to enable them 
to diſcharge the great Truſt repoſed in them, and to procure 
an N Reſpect for their Ps and Charadter. 

Wu the King endeavours to ſtretch his Prerogative 
beyond its juſt Bounds, or when Parliaments graſp at more 
Power than Law allows them, the State in either Caſe muſt 
needs ſuffer terrible Comvulſions, from which it is nat to be 
recovered but by ſettling Things upon the ancient Foundati- 
Ix it is a received Maxim in the Engliſh Law, That the 
King can do no Wrong, not but that he i ſubject to Errors 
and Failings as other 2 but thoſe Miſtakes and wrang Steps 
in the Adminiſtration are not to be imputed to the Prince, but 
the Miniſters about him, who are ligble to condign Puniſhment 
for their pernicious Connſels. f 


Ir this was obſerved, Stateſmen would ſtand in aw to be . 5 


Wicked, and the Sovereign would rectiſie what was done 
amiſs, when by fuch exemplary Juſtice, he was fully con- 
vinced of the pernicious Effects of ſuch illegal Proceedings. 
But we-have found to our ſad 4 that the Peoples 
Jealouſy of their Sovereign has been by ſelf-deſigning and 
ambitious Men improven as a Handle to overturn both Church 
and State, as was the Fate of thoſe Kingdoms under Crom- 
zwell's Uſurpation; The Danger of Popery and Arbitrary. 
Government was then induſtriouſly buz d in the Ears of the 

I. . unthinking 
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unthinking Crond by the Secrfarian Boutęfeus, till at laſt 

the whole Nation was blown of into a Flame, the beſt of 
Kings was barbaroufly murder'd, the Peers vated out of 
Doors as unneceſſary, and the Other Houſe turned into 2 
Rump by that very Army whom they had raiſed, and who 
were under their conſtant Pay. From which Confuſions 
and Deſolations good Lord deliver us. r 


* 


Hap they embrac'd the large Conceſſions offer d by the 
Royal Martyr, their groundleſs Fears and Jealoufies had ſoon. 
evaniſhed, and every Thing had been ſet at Rights again, 
but that would not have anſwered the Uſurper's Traiterous 
| Deligns, his Sovereign's Blood behooved to paye the Road 
to his Greatneſs, and His Royal Off- ſpring continued in Exile, 
till it pleaſed the Almighty to put an End to our Confuſions, 
by reſtoring the King and Royal Family, to the univerſal Joy 
and Satisfaction of His People · 3 | | 
As the Encroachments of Parliaments on the Royal Pre- 
rogative, when they prove ſucceſsful, naturally End. in 
Anarchy and Confufion ; fo there is another Extream no leſs 
dangerous to mixed Governments, and that is, when Parlia- 
ments can be prevail'd with to betray their Truſt, and ſacri- 
fice the rg Liberties to a Prince and his Miniſters, 
which, in Effect diſſolves the ancient Conſtitution, and eſta- 
blifhes a legal Tyranny, which, of all others is the worſt, 
and moſt difficult to be ſhaken off 8 
Tu beſt Method to render Parliaments truly beneficial 
to the Nation, is to call them frequently, and ſend them 
Home as ſoon as the Buſineſs, which was the Occaſion of 
their Meeting, is over. The Wifdom of our Anceſtors did 
never think it convenient, that one and the ſame Parliament 
fhould fit many Years brooding of Faction: It is in thoſe 
long continu'd Seſſions, that the Miniſtry grow too familiarly 
acquainted with the Members, and ſtudy their Complexions: 
In thoſe Ademblies the Skill is learned of guiding, — 
5 gt EE being 


being gnided, where nn is deprav d, and elder Sin- 

ners Hardned; for Leeches and other Blood-ſucking Worms, 

are engendred in ſtanding Pools; but flowing Waters do 
not corrupt, or breed ſo many Inſects. 5 


*. E 


WEN every Part of the Conſtitution exerts it ſelf vigo- 
rouſly for the Good of the Whole, there is no need to 
ſilence troubleſome and ambitious Spirits with ſome bene- 
ficial Office, and when there is no Neceſſity to hire Men to 
ſerve their Country, Princes have a free Choice among their 
Subjects to call whom they pleaſe into the Service of the 
State; whereas otherwiſe their Favours are confin'd to a 
Party, and as their Goodneſs is thereby more ſcrimped and 

leſs extenſive, ſo the Stations requiring Abilities, and Ex- 
perience mult be better ſupplied, when a Court is not re- 
dacted to that miſerable Shift, to find out Places for Men, 
rather than Men that are fit for the Places. 8 

Hs ro Rx informs us, that in ſome Countries, Liberty 
has been in Danger from that Part of the Conſtitution, which 
mould have been the Guardians of it, which, for the moſt 
Part happens, when Princes having precarious or controver- 
ted Titles, are obliged to ſupport particular Parties and 

Favourites, and promote Deſigns inconſiſtent with the Well- 
Fare of their Subjects; or when graſping at more Power 
than was given them by the Laws, they ſecretly encourage, 
and connive at the debauching of the People in Elections, to 
make open Sale of their Voices. A 
WInXxXRE this deteſtable Practice preyails, intruding Per- 
ſons will at any Rate procure themſelves to be elected; 
who at their firſt Appearance, have the Cunning to ſet up 
for the beſt Patriots, and pretend the greateſt Zeal for the 
Nation's Rights; but this affected Concern laſts no longer, 
than till they can bring that Credit, and fair Repute they 
had acquired before to a good Market; ſor when theſe 
Gentlemens Price is offer d, and agreed upon, they gl 
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deſert their Country's Cauſe, and help on; or at leaſt approve 


of all that Miſgovernment, which had been before the 
Object of their popular Speeches and venal Eloquence. | 


WHEN the Triennial Act was in Force, the People had 


coccaſion to know the Tempers of thoſe they made Choice 
of to repreſent them, and if they chanced to be miſtaken in 


their Choice, they could eaſily rectifie it at the next Election, 
which behooved to come on every Three Years: This made 
their Repreſentatives careful in the Diſcharge of the great 
Truſt committed to them, and ſhun every Thing that could 


give their Conſtituents the leaſt Ground of Complaint ; but 


in long Parliaments the Diſeaſe may go on till it is paſs'd 
Remedy. _ N 

IT u frequency of Parliaments, ( amongſt many others) 
procur'd alſo this Benefit, that the great Confluence of all 
Ranks of Perſons during the Elections occafion'd the Circu- 


lation of Money, which when confin'd to particular Places, 


brings a dead Palſie on the Body-Politick, as the ſtagnating 
of the Blood proves a deadly Symptom to the Natural. 

| Ir was certainly a great Omiſſion not to bring on the 
Trienmal Act in the very Beginning of the late Revolution, 
the Prince of Orange's Declaration having promiſed to redreſs 
all our Grievances, which ought to have been the Pole-Star, 
by which our State-Pilots were to ſteer their Courſe, It 


was very well known, that to keep the ſame Parliament 
fitting for many Years had been the chief Cauſe of debauch- 
ing the Engliſh Gentry ; It was therefore expected, that in 


the Act for declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, 
ſome Proviſion ſhould have been made againſt that Evil for 
the Future ; and the Truth is, if a certain Party, which at 
that Time, and long before, had made ſo much Noiſe about 
Liberty, and Property, had acted conform to their Profeſ. 
fion, an effectual Proviſion might have been then made, that 


England ſhould never again be threatn'g with the ſame 


Danger 


. 


(6 


Danger: Our own Corruptions produced this good Law at 


laſt, which verifies the old Saying, Ex malis moribis bone. 


Lege, Orinntur, and I am afraid we are deprived of it, as a 
juſt Puniſhment of the many ſcandalous Vices and Immora- 
lities that abound among us. Rr 
Ir has been obſerved, That when Stateſmen had by their 
| Male-adminiftration become obnoxious to the Peoples Re- 
ſentment, the better to ſhelter themſelves from Puniſhment, 
ſome have very often kept Parliaments quite off, but more 
have gone on ſecurely in their Crimes, in keeping the Two 
| Houſes long together, of whom they had got the Manage- 
ment for many Seffiens, which for the moſt Part proves 
fatal to the Peoples Liberties, and therefore ought carefully 
to be guarded againſt . „ 
Is in theſe long Seſſions that the State - Quacks ſhow 
their Skill to govern the Houſe, their Ability when Occaſion 
requires, to make an important Turn, their Knowledge of 
the Members, that is, who are to be taken off, and what is 
their Price, their Diligence in keeping their Mercenar7 
Band together,” who, Right or Wrong are to be Unani- 
Mous. | | 1 
Bx neglecting to put Matters under a good Settlement in 
the Beginning, one and the ſame Houſe of Commons con- 
tinued Sitting, with ſhort Intervals, for Six Years, which 
renewed the former Errors complain'd of in the Conſtitution, 
and reſtor'd to ſome Men the ſame diſhoneſt Intereſt they 
had before, and gave them freſh Opportunity to. endeavour. 
once more the Subverſion and Ruin of their Country, not by 
the Methods practis d in former Times, but by the ſame 
e 


corrupt Inclinations, and Counſels, dreſs d up in other Shapes; 


and 'tis to be fear d, That in thoſe Seſſions of Six Years 
Continuance, there was rear'd up a new Brood of Men of 
Bnuſineſs, as High Flatterers, more Falſe, Deſigning, and 

T Rapacious 


to pay without being fleec d. 
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Rapacious than their Predeceſſors, but with leſs Skill and 


Dexterity to ſupport their Malice. | 
Ax becauſethey, by whoſe Power and Influence Sup- 
plies are procur d, have been thought to give them, the 


getting the Money Bills diſpatch'd, is thoſe Mens chief Care, 
who by this Means obtain Favourscheaply at the Expence of 


others ; and this fingle Merit attones for many Faults, ex- 
cilles ſeveral falſe Steps, and ſhelters the Bribery of ſuch 
Miniſters, and covers their Diſability for the publick Service, 
for this Reaſon it is, that an impoveriſh'd State, a troubled 
Govetnment, an indebted Exchequer will be the Region 


moſt agreeable to ſuch Miniſters; Immenſe Sums given 


every Year will be a proper Field for their Avarice to range 
in, which would be too much cramped and confined, if boun- 
ded within the narrow Limits of what a Nation may be able 


TRI Court may be compar'd to a Shop with Wares in it 


to fit all Kind of Cuſtomers: There is Hope for ſome, 
which feed many at a ſmall Expence, there are Titles for the 
Ambitious, tlealarec far the Young and Wanton, Places for 


the Buſie, and Bribes to be cloſely convey'd to fach as defire 


to maintain an Appearance of Honeſty, and to betray. their 
Truſt but now and then in important Matters, 


© By what has been ſaid, it appears plain and evident, 


'That the frequent Alteration of Parliaments is very beneficial, 
and the long Continuance of them very prejudicial to the 


Fat e and for the moſt Part attended with Conſequences 
mo 


dangerous to their Liberty: Which leads naturally 
to the Second Propoſition undertaken to be proven by this 


Eſſay; That when a mix'd Government degenerates into 
' Tyranny, it is more laſting, and more deſiruftive to the Con- 


ſittution Li a Country, than the moſt Deſpotick Government of 
a ſingle Perſon, . 1 
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Ix Parliaments were rightly conſtitute, and heartily con- 


curred with the Sovereign in every Thing that could be 
propoſed for the Safety and Wellfare of the People whom _ 
they repreſent; ſuch a mix d Government would be prefe- 
rable to moſt af the Settlements in Europe. © - 
Bur if a Prince either does not underſtand the Intereſt 
of his People, or has other Aims than their Proſperity and 
_ Happineſs ; if the Nation's Repreſentatives do not preſerve 
their Courage and Integrity, if the Publick Treaſure is 
waſted; if Miniſters are allowed to undermine the Conſti- 
tution with Impunity ; if Judges are ſuffer'd to pervert 


| Juſtice, and wreſt the Laws, then is a mix d Government 


the worſt Tyranny in the World. J 
AB$OLUTE Monarchies are often ſubject to Convulſions; 
when the Prince happens either to be Weak or Wicked, 
but then Monarchy has this Advantage, that the Prince is 
Mortal, and if bad, he may be ſucceeded by a better; 
Whereas in Common-Wealths, when the chief Sort of the 
Teading Men are debauch'd in Principles, and the People 
thorowly corrupted, they never return to right Reaſon: and 
we ſee that the Depravity of Manners, whic began in 
Rome preſently after the ſecond Punick War among the 
Nobility and Gentry, became every Year worſe and worſe, 
till at length C(æſar became Maſter of the Common-Weaith, 
and after his Time, under the ſucceeding Emperors, every 
Senate grew more abject and complying than the former, 
till in Proceſs of Time, the old Roman Spirit was utterly 
extinguilh'd, and then that Empire by Degrees became 4 
Prey to Barbarous Nations _ 5 eh 
WHEN Iiberius aſſumed the Empire, it was ſaid, Rome 
ruere omnes in Servitium, Conſules, Patres, Equites, quanto 
quis luſtrior, tanto magis falſs ac feſtinantes. At Rome they 
all ran into Slavery, the Conſuls, the Senate, the Gentry; 
the Nobler the Perlon was, the more falſe, and the greater 
haſte he made. N 


IT 


I.rx is a Matter of A that from the Reign of Au- 
guſtus, and downwards, the Romans, (who were ſeldom 
without brave and publick-ſpirited Men) did never make 
an Attempt .to reſtore the Commanwealth, and ſhake off 
that Power, which ſome of the Emperors exerciſed with ſuch 
Exorbitance. But in all Probability it proceeded from this, 
that the Soldiers and Common People (without whom no 
great Revolution can be effectuate) were not ſenſible of the 
oſs of their Liberty; but believ d themſelves ſtill free, be: 
cauſe in ſhow, the Commonwealth had the ſame Form as in 
elder Times. There was a Senate, Conſuls, and Tribunes, 
and an Appearance of all the ancient Magiſtracies, tho' no- 
thing remain'd of the ancient Liberty. _ | 5 
Bur this the Inferior Sort of People did not feel, for the 
Cruelty and Fraud of Tiberius, the Madneſs of Caligula, the 
Stupidity of Claudius, the Riots and Luſts of Nero, the 
Gluttony and ſordid Mind of Vitellius, the Vanities of Otho, 
and the enormous Vices of Domitian, did little Hurt to the 
lower Rank of Men, who all the while had Panem & Cir- 


cenſes, their Bread and the Publick Shows, which was all 
their Concern. But the Miſchiefs thoſe monſtrous Princes 


brought upon the World, fell upon nobler Heads; who yet 


could not reſcue their Country, ſo much were the Common 


People lull'd afleep with the Opinion, they entertain d, that 
the Laws ſtill govern'd, becauſe they ſaw every Year Con- 
fuls and a Senate; but they were not aware, thit this Se- 
nate being corrupted, made the Tyranny. boundleſs and ſafe; 
for the People could never be induc'd to oppoſe that Power 
which ſtill bore ſome Reſemblance to their ancient Form of 
_ Government. | ro ¾ ᷣ 
IT uE Tyrannies of a ſingle Perſon, tho* never ſo firmly 
eſtabliſh'd, have been ſubverted and pull'd down, where 
the Princes govern merely by their own Will, without giv- 
ing the leaft Appearance of Freedom to their Subjects; but 
ET Es C ee 
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thoſe defpotick Goverhmients ate hardly to be fhaken, and 
that Servitude is laſting, where the Repreſentatives of 4 
People are decoy'dto put on their own Fetters. Such a Ty= 
ranny is eſtabliſhed by à Law, authorized by Conſent, and 
ſuch a People are tyed faſt with Chains of their own mak- 
r CCC diy oak 
A Tyranhy that governs by the Sword, has few Friends 
but Men of the Sword, but a legal Tyranny, ( where the 
People ate only called to confirm Iniquity with their own 
Voices) has of its Side the Rich, the Fearful, the Lazy, 
thofs that know the Law, and get by it; Ambitious and 
Pragmatick Churehmen, and all thoſe whoſe Livelihood 
depends upon the quiet Poſture of Affairs; and the Perſons 
hete deſcribed compoſe the influencing Part of moſt Nati- 
ons; ſo that ſuch a Tyranny is capable to do more Miſchick 
in one Year, than the moſt arbitrary Actings of the mo 
deſpotick Prince for a whole Reign. EF IR Mp 
Tn Romans may be ſaid to have been enflav'd by Law, 
under corrupt and degenerate Republicks, from the Time 
of Cinna. dh the Attempts of Czar, and under de terate 
mix'd Governments, : while the Emperors made a Show of 
ruling by Law, but with an awed and corrupt Senate. | 
Ov Parliaments have no ſmall Reſemblance with the 
Roman Senates, and cannot pretend to Perfection more than. 
they; but in this they differ, That the Senators were all 
Pairicii, and the Houſe of Commons conſiſts of the Repre- 
lentatives of Counties and Burghs. By the great Pains ma- 
ny take, and the large Money they beſtow to get them- 
ſelves choſen Parliament-Men, one would be apt to think, 
that beſides the Honour, there was likewiſe a Poſt, or at 
leaſt a Penſion to be given to every Member according to, 
the good Service they ſhould perform to their Patrons and 
Benefactors. But moſt of them do not conſider, that tis 
impoſſible to gratifie them all the Leading Men of them - 
| 8 85 only 


— 2 n. ox = * ger 
n _—_ _- _ - « A 
7 ASS 7 2. N — os bb 
* * * rr * 
* - — 7 
* ; 


— 


3 tt ) 

80% wol the ptitchaling, tlie Middle Sottinſt be contentts 
follow their Stiles, © | 
An ENTS, have of late met oftter i upon the ac- 
42 N. 8 upp! ies, than any other Occafions ot e, which 
n Civility cannot be retuſe evety Veat, ( $i 3 was no 
more left behind; it) when ir is g er to a Prin whis will 
not convert it to other 105 than i was delign'd for; and woe 
oks upon the Intereſt & his Supjects as his own : But ſeeing 
metime. or other We ry co come to have a Prince on the 
Throne, who may be 2 ranger to our- Conſtitution, Laws} 
and Cuſtoms, who may 1 an 1 oppoſite to that of 
his Sub) jeas, who may | Bs influen Forteign ont | 


5 
and may 1555 oo Cl ofce of ſuch a niſtry as are entirel 
diſpoſed t to py ih eir Maſters Commands without askin 
eſtions: fc a Soveraign, and fo thorow pacd Mini- 
ſters of State ſhould chance to meet, Ways and Means def 
pol fallen on to bring the Parliament over to their 8 For 
(Which I hope is very remote) that Pa liaments- 


een 5 55 fought to be Tools to the Miniſtry,” and to act by 
their Influence and Direction, and ingead of Ranaing: ep up fob 


their Countries Riglits and Priviledges ſhould, Study o ly 
how to pro note their 6wn Intereſt, Ty py — — 9905 Ny, 
tunes by 2 Servile Compliance with every Thing the Crow 
thought fit to demand; If the Sup plies 5 * be rene 
fed more ealy to the People it in the Mime Peace, than in No 
Fi War; If Parliaments,” in concert with the Miniſtry, 
Ku beſo unfaithful to their Truſt, as to conſent to the 
ing up of a ſtanding, Army in time of Peace, and ſhould | 
; 050 e rather to be govern'd by the Swexg than by Law, bor 
a eilen to make their Maſter Ablolut te; would not ſucha Set 
of Men, with the Helpofa large Revenue, and conſtant Sup- 
plies, quite ſubvert the Conſtitution? We have ſeen, and 
felt the Miſchievous effects of Arbitrary Miniſters ; and if 
Men of the ſame Nawps ſhould comeagain ppont the _ of 


Is, 
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Zuſineſs, it is very prbbable they might run into the ſams 


ore. 
Ißxł this ſhould ever happen to be the Caſe of Britain (as | 
GOD Forbid ) our well pois'd Political Fabrick muſt fall 
to the Ground, nothing will be left.but the empty Name of 


Liberty, which without the Subſtance turns to a meer 
Shadow, or rather becomes the worſt of Slavery. 3 


Ix ſuch a Calamity ſhould befall us, we might in vain, and 
too late perhaps reflect on our own Credulity, Stupidity, and 
Folly, but from whom could we expect Relief? Thoſe we 
had entruſted with our moſt valuable Concerns would be on 
the Plot. againſt us, if they had been firſt induced to make 
Sacrifice of them to Avarice, and Ambition, and if we ſhould 


* 


be reduced to this melancholly State, it is to be fear d that 
our common People, like thoſe of Rome, would not be ſen- 
ſible of it; they would ſee the Parliament meet every Year, 
and without enquiring further, it would be enough to them 
fit was an Act of Parliament, whoſe Authority is by them 
reckoned Sacred. 1 | 


I Tſhallconclude with two remarkable Sayings of Dr. Daven- 
ant, If there be any among ſt us, ſays he, who deſire to Build 
their Fortune upon the PublickRuines they ought io conſider, that 
their great Eſtates, high Honours, and Prefirwent will. avail 
them little, when the Subverſion of Liberty, deprives them of the _ 
Protection of the Laut. Again in another Place. — 
All that Wealth and Power, which muſt defend this State 
upon any Emergencies, or Invasions from Abroad, depends en- 

tirely upon our preſerving inviolable our Antient Conſtitutiong 
and never to 22 Fundamentals to be invaded upon any pre- 
leut dohatſoe ver. 1 N 
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wicked Meaſures, eſpecially if they, ſhould chance to be. f 


